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Utah: Accelerating Action on
Radon within State Cancer
Control Program

Christine Keyser, M.S.
Indoor Radon Program Coordinator
801-536-0091 or 800-458-0145
www.radon.utah.gov
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Goal: Promote Radon Awareness & Action
Objective: Collaborate with Partners
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 Valued Partners: EPA, UCAN (Utah Cancer Action Network), CanSAR (Cancer
Survivors Against Radon), Utah Radon Coalition (URC), real estate professionals,
home builders/inspectors, homeowners, health providers, radon professions, radon
laboratories, media, and legislators.
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Role: Leadership, Advisor & Team Member
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Utah’s Comprehensive Cancer
Prevention and Control Plan

& 20112015 »

P——y

AlrenQ rejuswuodIAUTg Jo Juawieda

Prepared by: Utah Cancer Action Network, Utah Department of Health
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UCAN Teams: working together
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« Advocacy & Policy Committee

— Goal: Reduce the risk of cancer due to environmental
carcinogens.

— Strategy: Advocate municipalities in high-risk areas to adopt
appendix F of the IRC.

« Primary Prevention and Awareness Committee

— Goal: Reduce the risk of cancer due to environmental
carcinogens.

— Strategy: Recruit a UCAN member from the Environmental
Public Health Tracking Program (BRFSS).
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Outcome: Radon awareness has Increased

Year
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005

Radon Tests

8,467
4,236
3,353
2,231
2,243

904
2,700

900

Radon Mitigations
1,241
755
596
457
629
316
372
150




Outcome: Radon questions added to 2013
BRFSS
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« Q1: Have you ever had your home tested for
radon gas?

« Q2: Did the radon test show a high level?

« Q3: What Is the most important reason you have
not had your home tested for radon gas?

« Q4: What health condition is most often
assoclated with radon gas?
J o,
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Outcome: Utah Radon Coalition

* Huntsman Cancer Institute, Director of Community Oncology Research
 Utah Health Department, Cancer Control Program
« Local Health Departments

« LUNGevity Foundation Utah

« AARP-Utah

« Utah Dept of Environmental Quality

« Chief Building Official, Sandy City

 Habitat for Humanity

« Utah Medical Association, Chief Executive Officer
« Utah PTA

 Private Citizens

« Realtors & Real Estate Attorney

« Radon Professionals
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Outcome: 2011-12 Media Campaign
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Cancer Survivor TV Story

TV, Radio, Newspaper Publicity

Region 8 Stakeholders Radon Meeting
Radon Action Month: Governor Declaration

A1rend) reluswuolIAug Jo uswedag

o)
=.
23
O
-
@)
—h
0
Q
=
Q)
o
@)
-
®
@)
-
—F
=
©




Outcome: Radon Legislation
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o S.C.R. 11 Substitute Concurrent Resolution on
Radon Gas passed (effective May, 2013).

— Designates January 2014 as State Radon Action Month

— Urges real estate licensees, inspectors, home builders,
mortgage lenders, appraisers, etc. to educate citizens of
the state in protecting themselves from the dangers of
elevated radon gas levels.

 Senate Bill 163 was passed and signed by
Governor Huntsman (effective May 12, 2009).
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CONCLUSION: WORKING TOGETHER

« Come to the table; get involved in educational
committees and coalitions.

« Keep radon on people’s minds through
community activities and services.

 Provide great opportunities for others to get
involved, e.g. $7 test kits, surveys, conferences.

« Share successes, stories, data, e.g. test results
by zip code, cancer survivors.




