


How will the uranium oxide be
transported?

The uranium oxide is a heavy solid, and
the weight of each uranium oxide filled
cylinder is expected to range from 14 to
18 tons. Due to the weight, it is not
economical to ship the material the
entire distance to the disposal
facility(ies) by truck, therefore,
shipments will primarily be by rail.
Shipments to EnergySolutions in Utah
will be transported directly via gondola
railcars. Shipments to NTS will be sent
by gondola railcars to a transload
facility, where the cylinders will be
placed on either flatbed or low-boy
trailers for final shipment by truck to the
Nevada Test Site.

How will the shipments be identified?

Consistent with other routine low level
radioactive waste shipments, the
uranium oxide shipments will bear
placards reading “Radioactive, Class 7"
as required by DOT regulations for
exclusive use conveyances. In addition,
all DOT required emergency response
information will be contained in the
shipping papers and readily available for
all law enforcement and emergency
response personnel.

Radiological surveys and inspections
will be performed prior to shipping the
uranium oxide cylinders. Transport
vehicles (i.e., railcars and/or trucks) and
the cylinders they carry will be available
to State highway and radiological health
inspectors during loading and prior to
leaving the sites, as well as upon arrival
and during unloading at both the
transload facility and the final disposal
facility.

What are the shipment routes?

DOE will use standard commercial rail
and truck shipment routes to transport
the uranium oxide cylinders to the
disposal facility (ies). From the
conversion facilities to either the
disposal facility or a transload facility the
primary mode of transportation will be
by rail. Truck shipments will be utilized
from the transload facility to the NTS.

Typical rail shipment routes from
Paducah, Kentucky may pass through
Kentucky, Tennessee, lllinois, Missouri,
Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming,
Utah, and Nevada.

Typical rail shipment routes from
Portsmouth, Ohio, the rail shipments
may pass through Ohio, Indiana, lllinois,

Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah, and Nevada.

A transload facility has not yet been
established. Truck shipments to NTS
will use preferred and alternate routes to
be selected based upon the quickest
transit time, lower population centers,
road conditions, and traffic flow patterns.
DOE expects that truck shipments will
pass through the states of Nevada and
Utah.

How will emergency response be
implemented?

In the unlikely event of an incident
involving a uranium oxide cylinder
shipment, state, tribal, and local
government agencies and the carrier
would have the primary responsibility for
response.

DOE has a radiological training program
for affected state, tribal, and local
emergency response units through its
Transportation Emergency
Preparedness Program (TEPP). TEPP
program information is available at
www.em.doe.gov/otem.

Carriers have established Emergency
Response Plans and contingency plans
for cleanup and recovery, if needed.
The DUFg conversion project contractor,
Uranium Disposition Services, is in the
process of developing a Transportation
Plan, and will maintain a 24-hour
emergency response telephone number
to provide on-scene responders with
comprehensive emergency response
and incident mitigation information
specific to the material in the shipment.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

As more information becomes available
for the DUFs conversion project
transportation plan, this fact sheet will
be updated and will be coordinated with
the appropriate State Regional
Government groups. Information on the
conversion project can be found on the
UDS website, www.uds-llc.com.

Requests for additional information on
the uranium oxide shipments should be
referred to Laura Schachter, DOE Public
Affairs Officer at (859) 219-4010 (E-
mail: laura.schachter@lex.doe.gov).






