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WILLARD SPUR STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
APRI L 28,  2011 
Refer to meeting recording at: http://www.willardspur.utah.gov/committee/meetings.htm 

 

NA ME/AFFI LI ATIO N 
Leah Ann Lamb* 
Jim Harris  
Pam Kramer* 
Ken Braegger 
Dick West* 
Chris Montague* 
Ryan Nesbitt* 
Bruce Howard* 
Reed Fischer* 
Theron Miller 
Jeff DenBleyker 
John Isanhart* 
Walt Baker* 
Kimber Hall 
R Jeffre Hicks* 
Jeff Ostermiller 
Ryan Tingey* 
* Indicates committee member or alternate 

 

Utah Division of Water Quality 
Utah Division of Water Quality 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 
Willard City 
Duck Clubs 
The Nature Conservancy 
FFSL 
Perry/Willard  
Central Valley Water 
JR/FBWAC 
CH2M HILL 
USFWS 
Utah Division of Water Quality 
Utah Division of Water Quality 
Utah Airboat Association 
Utah Divison of Water Quality 
Great Salt Lake Advisory Council

 

ROLL CA LL AN D FEBR U AR Y 27 MEETING  SU MMAR Y REVI EW 
Walt Baker of the DEQ Division of Water Quality and Steering Committee Chairman found all committee members 
or alternates in attendance with the exception of those from Great Salt Lake Minerals.  He invited the committee 
to review the last meeting summary, ask questions, or comment.  No changes were made to the February meeting 
summary.  Summary is found at: 
http://www.willardspur.utah.gov/documents/SC021711/WillardSpurSummary2_17_2011.pdf 

RECO GNITI ON OF JEFFR E HI CKS 
Walt Baker extended a thank you and a token of appreciation from DWQ to Jeffre Hicks for his efforts in helping 
DWQ collect samples in early March.   

UPDAT E ON  COO R DIN A TION WIT H PERR Y  AN D WILLAR D  CI TI ES 
Bruce Howard provided an update on activities at the Perry Willard Regional Wastewater Treatment Plan.  The 
treatment plant started discharging on March 7, 2011 and is currently discharging about 250,000gpd.  About 50% 
of Willard and 50% of Perry still need to be connected to the treatment plan.  They are meeting all discharge 
requirements except for ammonia.  It takes some time for the biological mechanisms to mature enough to be able 
to control ammonia; this was expected.  Very pleased with performance in first month.   

Nutrient removal system is being bid right now. The plant anticipates construction to start on May 21, 2011 with 
construction completion in mid-July.  The plant anticipates beginning chemical dosing on June 30, 2011.  

The Cities submitted their study of alternative discharge locations to the State in February.  They looked at a 
discharge site directly south of the Plant in the Willard Bay outfall channel, a site at the Perry lagoon where water 
would flow into the Refuge, and a site far to the west where water would flow into Bear River Bay.  Nothing further 
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is being pursued until they receive some direction from the State.  The cities are concerned about whether it is 
really worth the additional capital/operational costs for the more remote sites, i.e., Refuge. 

The USFWS will need to consult with its Refuge System to define funding availability and possibility of accepting 
effluent from the Plant.  The cities indicated that they will not want to give up their water rights and will need the 
flexibility to reclaim the water if they need it. An agreement will be required that provides for funding the 
capital/operating costs and for transfer of water in the future.   

Jeffre Hicks voiced his support for the proposed discharge site on the Willard Bay outfall channel to the south.  The 
effluent will flow into an open channel where water flows directly into the Spur, where phragmites are already 
being controlled, it doesn’t affect property owners to the north, and there is less ditch to maintain.  There was 
general agreement that this option should be pursued with the Refuge option held in reserve until baseline 
sampling is completed.  

UPDAT E ON  WAT ER QU ALI TY  BOA RD COOR DIN ATION  (R EFER  TO  R ECO RDIN G  AT  MINU T E 27) 
Jeff Ostermiller provided a review of the Water Quality Board meetings in February and April.  The cities requested 
the WQB, at the February meeting, to set aside $1.5M in an escrow account to be available if the cities were 
required to remove nutrients from their discharge.  The WQB approved these funds; funds will be set aside and be 
available through February 23, 2013.  Jeff presented DWQ’s plans for 2011 to the WQB at their April meeting.  The 
WQB will release funds as needed and has approved funds to implement the 2011 Sampling Plan. 

2011 SA MP LIN G PLAN  (R EFER  TO  R ECO R DING  AT  MINU T E 30) 
 See presentation slides at: http://www.willardspur.utah.gov/documents/SC042811/SamplingPlan_4_28_11.pdf        

Jeff DenBleyker summarized process the 2011 Sampling Plan underwent for development and review.  Jeff 
reviewed the objectives for the Sampling Plan and expectations for how data will be used when this year’s 
activities are complete.  The overall objective of the program is to evaluate whether changes to existing water 
quality standards are required to protect Willard Spur.  One proposal being discussed is to change the classification 
of Willard Spur to match the classification of waters in the Refuge but that may or may not provide the protection 
that is required.  All agreed that this would be the focus of the work. The objective of this study is to evaluate the 
Spur’s current condition.  It was pointed out that the Sampling Plan is moving forward without a definition of what 
an adverse effect is.  It was confirmed that that is the intent and we will be looking to the Science Panel to define 
an adverse effect once we understand what the current condition is. 

Jeff summarized baseline sampling completed in March 2011.  Samples are currently being analyzed or are stored 
awaiting direction from the Science Panel.  Jeff summarized sampling sites through the Willard Spur area and 
methods/studies to be completed.  It was pointed out that non-point sources of nutrients may be significant in the 
Harold Crane WMA drainage.  We will need to look at whether additional sites in WMA discharge area as well as 
the Willard Bay outfall channel are needed.   Jeff Ostermiller indicated that Dr. Karen Kettinring will be mapping 
phragmites throughout eastern Great Salt Lake wetlands.  All agreed that vegetation changes are an important 
concern.  Pam Kramer noted that Bio-West has completed biological surveys in the Bear River Bay that may be of 
use.   

DWQ will be completing their Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Quality Assurance Plan (QAP) by mid-
May, the SOPs and QAP will be reviewed initially by independent academic reviewers, and submitted to Steering 
Committee reviewers by June 1, 2011.  Steering Committee reviewers will include Theron Miller/JRFBWQC, John 
Isanhart/USFWS, Pam Kramer/UDWR, and Toby Hooker/Utah Geological Survey.  Intent is for Steering Committee 
to discuss and approve the SOPs and QAP at the June 23, 2011 Steering Committee meeting. 

SCHEDU LE FO R 2011 ACTIVITI ES (R EFER TO RECO R DING  MIN UT E 1:32) 
See Proposed Schedule handout at: http://www.willardspur.utah.gov/documents/ProposedSchedule.pdf 

Jeff DenBleyker reviewed the schedule for the remainder of 2011.  All agreed that we should move forward with 
the project and seat a Science Panel.  The June 23, 2011 Steering Committee meeting will focus upon discussion of 
Science Panel composition and compensation.  Jeff DenBleyker will provide an updated list of nominees/disciplines 
for Science Panel members.   
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